[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]According to PolyMet’s Environmental Impact Study, it will take two-thousand years for the water to return to the quality when the mining began. These are the waters of our Ceded Territory. How will this affect the quality of our manoomin, and the quality of the animals we hunt and fish?
Current taconite mines:
· Minntac
· Keetac
Copper mining companies that 
are proposing mining:
· PolyMet
· Twin Metals
· Teck 
· Cardero
· Kennecott/Rio Tinto (Aitkin 
and Carlton Counties)
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Manoomin and Sulfate

Sulfate is a natural occurrance in nature;
however, both taconite and copper mining
release high concentations of sulfate as

a result of waste rock material.

Under Minnesota State Law - the Wild Rice/Sulfate
Water Quality Standard is set at 10 millgrams per
liter of sulfate.

Taconite mining releases 40 to 840 millgrams
of sulfate. The proposed copper mines in
northeastern Minnesota will release yet more
sulfates into the water.

Sulfates flow through rivers and streams into lakes.
Sulfate is absorbed into the sediment where it converts i
into hydrogen sulfide. Hydrogen sulfide enters manoomin
through the root system.The result is fewer and smaller

seeds, and the leaves turn yellow. Hydrogen sulfide can
eventually suffocate and kill the manoomin.
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